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Message from the Chairman
The past six months have passed in the blink of an eye. We at United
Way of Baroda strongly believe in bringing about positive impact in
the lives of the vulnerable people of our city. We present the 44th
issue of our bi-annual magazine “Sambandh” a reflection of the
efforts being undertaken by us. The newsletter projects our work
towards achieving the vision and mission of the organization.
A series of events and activities were undertaken by United Way of
Baroda in the span of six months. Each event and activity aimed at
marching towards our mission “of serving as a catalyst by
providing opportunity for optimal health, education and livelihood
generation especially for the vulnerable and less privileged
community of our city”. The year began with the annual events of
United Way of Baroda – Kshitij an event for the differently abled
children; Kala Junction a platform for the school children of
Vadodara to showcase their talent. A Get- together of students
under the United Fusion Study Foundation project; vacation classes
for the less privileged women and girls of Vadodara was also
organized.
We have been fortunate to be able to build on the legacy of United
Way by bringing in positive changes and development in the
communities. We continue to do so in the best possible manner by
putting into action the policy of - Give, Advocate, and Volunteer. We
are grateful for the efforts put in by our zealous Board members,
Advisory Committee members, Affiliated NGOs and Volunteers.
With everyone’s perpetual support, we are certain that we can
brighten lives of the less privileged and vulnerable section of our
society.

Shivinder Singh Chawla
Chairman
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Board of Governors
Mr. Shivinder Singh Chawla – Chair

Mr. Rakesh Agrawal – Vice-Chair

Mr. Paresh Saraiya –Treasurer

Mr. Yogendra Gangwal – Chair,
Public Education Committee
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United Fusion Study Foundation
United Fusion Study Foundation is our flagship project
supported by a philanthropic family from Netherlands. It’s
been a decade of supporting and shaping the dreams of
ingenious students. Educational scholarships are rendered to
economically poor aspiring students for further studies in
various spheres such as Engineering, Medical Sciences, Pure
Science, Applied Sciences, Business Administration,
Accountancy and many more. The students are mentored
throughout their academic journey. The project has brought

• 384 students
supported till date
• 138 students
successfully
graduated
• 105 gainfully
employed

out 105 professionals who are now gainfully employed in
prestigious national and multinationals companies.
Students Get-Together
Get-togethers are organized twice a year to
provide a platform for the students to interact
and learn from each other’s experience. Various
professionals felicitate interactive sessions to
enhance their personality, management skills
and soft skills during get-togethers. This year
the get-together was organized on 18th January
2015 wherein 130 students from vivid cities of
Gujarat participated.
A session on personality development and
communication skills was conducted by Mrs.
Harleen Chawla, our Resource Development
Committee member. Mrs. Linda Van Der Wijk, Director, Stitching Fusion Study Foundation
rejuvenated everyone with an action song called “Boom Snap Clap” followed by a session on
developing written and communication skills. An assignment in form of a group activity was
allocated to test the knowledge that the students acquired. The students enjoyed the group activity to
the fullest.
Laptops were distributed to 31 students by the dignitaries present- Mr. Shivinder Singh Chawla,
Chairman; Mrs. Pritty Patel, Chairperson- Community Impact Committee; Mr. Amit Goradia,
Trustee and Mrs. Harleen Chawla Resource Development Committee member of United Way of
Baroda. The senior students shared their experiences and views. An encouraging speech was delivered
by Mr. Amit Goradia to the students. Mr. Shivinder Singh Chawla motivated the students to work
harder towards their dreams and shared vital information regarding the project with the students.
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Taking cue from this project the trustees and board members of United Way of Baroda were eager to
support dreams of other such bright yet financially poor students. Till date 50 such students are being
supported by them. The story of one such student supported under the United Fusion Study
Foundation Project is shared here.
The Best Birthday Gift ….
Suresh Kadara is a student of United Fusion Study
Foundation of the year 2011. He dreamt of becoming a
Computer Engineer but his family was not capable to support
the expenses of his higher education. A well wisher shared
with him the details of the interest free loan granted to needy
bright students by United Fusion Study Foundation. He
applied for the loan and got selected. Suresh recalls his
nervousness on the interview day as he had never attended
any interview before. The interviewers made him feel
comfortable and were humble to him. He still remembers his
birthday on 5th of July when he got a call from United Way of
Baroda to inform him that his loan was approved. It was the
best birthday gift he could have ever asked for. United Fusion Study Foundation made it
possible for him to pursue his dream education. Currently Suresh is pursuing Computer
Engineering.
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Vishnubhai Amin Orphan and Destitute Project
United Way of Baroda supports the primary school education of
orphans and other vulnerable children by providing educational
materials, clothing, health care, nutritional services and
recreational activities under the Vishnubhai Amin Orphan and
Destitute project. The project aims to provide the vulnerable
children of Vadodara a quality life during their school years and
be a catalyst in their overall development and growth.
Vacations are the most awaited period for children. Each child
has his way of enjoying it. To keep this spirit and excitement of
vacations alive along with an aim to felicitate their
rehabilitation and make them independent financially,
vocational training course on Beauty Care was conducted for the
inmates of State Home for Women. Training on Beauty care gives
the young girls an opportunity to get employed at a salon or

• 5046 children
supported till date
• 25 children of
deceased police
personnel supported
for their education
• 40 vulnerable girls
trained on Beauty
Care facilitating
their rehabilitation

become freelance beauticians after their release from the home. The duration of the training was for five
weeks with four sessions a week. A lady professional was appointed by United Way of Baroda to train
these girls. The inmates enjoyed the course and put all their heart and soul in learning. They all sounded
like young entrepreneurs when they shared their dreams of opening a beauty salon. They were awarded
with certificates on completion of the course.
The children of deceased police personnel are also supported under the Vishnubhai Amin Orphan and
Destitute project. The project supports the educational cost of the children whose parents lost their lives
during duty hours. These children are supported by providing school fees, books and uniform. Jalpa is
one such bright student being supported under the project.

A Ray of Hope for Jalpa…
Jalpa along with her mother Bhanuben Vaghela resides in
the Waghodia area of Vadodara. Her father Rashmikant
Vaghela was sick for a long time due to which he passed away
during his duty hours a year back. They are not receiving any
pension from the police department. After her father’s death
there was no source of income and her mother managed the
finances on their savings. Her mother was facing a lot of
problems in paying Jalpa’s school fees. Bhanuben Vaghela
now, works as a maid in other’s houses to make ends meet.
Jalpa’s education is now in safe hands. Her school fees and
educational material is provided under the educational
sponsorship scheme. She scored 70% in her 10th Std making
her mother extremely proud. Jalpa was felicitated for her brilliant performance.
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Gold Card Scheme
Elderly people are the most vulnerable and their lives are often
filled with some trepidation. A feeling of being dependent develops
due to their deteriorating health and age. Senescence is the golden
phase of life for enjoying life, laughing with friends, walks with
your spouse, enjoying good healthy food, and spending quality
time with likeminded people. It is not fair for them to be waiting in
long queues and struggling for appointments with their poor
health conditions.
United Way of Baroda provides several benefits to the Senior
Citizens of Vadodara city through its Gold Card Scheme initiated
on “World Elderly Day” in 1997. The Gold Card Scheme registers
elderly residents for a wide range of services against a token
amount taken from each member on registration for the following
services:
•
•
•
•

• 7854 elderly members
availed the services till
date
• 663 elderly members
enrolled this year for
the services
• 1505 home maintenance
services and 266 health
related services
provided this year

Annual general health check-ups at reputed multi-specialty hospitals
Home visit by trained nurse twice a year
Home maintenance services of plumber, T.V. technician and electrician once a month
Bill payments of 2-3 bills (telephone, electricity and gas) collected paid and the receipt is returned
every month.

Meetings, medical camps, awareness generation programs, recreational activities are also undertaken for
the elderly of the city periodically under the project. In the past six months we reached out to more than
300 elderly by conducting awareness generation programs at the affiliated senior citizens trusts - Age
Care Federation, Shresth Jan Pariwar Trust and Zankar Kala Kendra. The program aimed at informing the
senior citizens about the various services provided under the Gold Card Scheme so that maximum number
of senior citizens avail the benefits and live a hassle free life.
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Kshitij
The Kite Flying Festival - Uttarayan is one of the most coveted festivals amongst the children and
youth. It is celebrated on the 14th of January every year. On this day millions of kite enthusiasts pitch
themselves at the rooftops. The sky becomes colorful with innumerable flying kites. In 1984, the
Government of India declared and decided to observe the birthday of Swami Vivekananda - 12 January
as National Youth Day every year. This day aims at promoting education, art, culture amongst the
youth.
Kshitij is an annual event of United Way of Baroda celebrating the combination of two vibrant
festivals Youth Day and Uttarayan. The event is organized with an aim to generate moral values
amongst the youth with an enlightenment of inner soul. This year Kshitij was celebrated on the 9th of
January at Jummadada Vyayam Mandir, Dandia Bazar, Vadodara. 80 Youth volunteers of Vadodara
pledged and made sure that the 400 differently abled children from 14 local NGOs enjoyed every bit of
our traditional festival. Melodious music and traditional delicious food was arranged to make the
event a memorable one. The children enjoyed flying kites along with a drawing and painting session
that was arranged for children who could not fly kites. Mr. Minesh Patel, Chair, Resource
Development Committee; Mr. Pinakin Shah, Trustee and Mrs. Smita Maniar, Deputy Director of
United Way of Baroda were present to support these children.
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Kala Junction
The Public Education Committee of United Way of Baroda has been organizing Inter school
Competition ‘Kala Junction’ since last 14 years for the school children of Vadodara. “Kala Junction
2015”- was a volcano of ideas, creativity and energy, bubbling from the minds of the generation next.
The event voiced strong messages that were beautifully penned in words, painted in vibrant colors and
enacted via street plays. A total of 800 children of 107 schools of Vadodara participated this year for
Essay, Poster making and Street play competition.
Essay and poster making competition took place on 11th January 2015 at Children’s Theatre,
Planetarium at Kamatibaug. The Street play competition and prize distribution ceremony was held
at Sir Sayajirao Nagar Gruh Akota, Vadodara on 5th February. Professionals in their respective fields
were invited to evaluate the performance of the school children in these various competitions. The
children were felicitated with trophies and certificates for their achievement by our honorable
Member of Parliament, Smt. Ranjanben Bhatt. Mr. Shivinder Singh Chawla, Chair; Mr. Yogendra
Gangwal, Chair – Public Education Committee; Mr Minesh Patel, Chair - Resource Development
Committee and Mr. Pinakin Shah, Trustee of United Way of Baroda were present to encourage the
children. The judges were also felicitated for contributing their valuable time for judging and
encouraging the efforts of these school children.
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Winners of Kala Junction
A. ESSAY COMPETITION
I. English Medium – Primary Category (5th – 7th Std.)
Prize

Name

Name of School

Topic

1 Prize

Simran Chugh
(7th Std.)

Tajes Vidyalaya

Books are the best friend

2nd Prize

Aayushi H. Solanki
(6th Std.)

Tajes Vidyalaya

Books are the best friend

Jasmin Gill
(6th Std.)

Tajes Vidyalaya

Books are the best friend

Riya J. Parikh
(7th Std.)

Bright Day School
CBSE Vasna

Books are the best friend

Aditya Gupta
(7th Std.)

New Era Senior
Secondary School

Books are the best friend

Jimil N. Purohit
(6th Std.)

St. Kabir

Books are the best friend

st

3rd Prize

II. English Medium – Secondary Category (8th – 9th Std.)
Prize

Name

Name of School

Topic

1st Prize

Awani Kendurkar
(9th Std.)

New Era Senior
Secondary School

Is social networking waste of
time ?

2nd Prize

Kais B. Patel
(8th Std.)

Bright Day School
CBSE Vasna

Is social networking waste of
time ?

Jahnavi Sriram
(9th Std.)

New Era Senior
Secondary School

Are we developing at the cost
of environment ?

Marathe Amaey Nitin
(9th Std.)

Bright School
Ambalal Unit

Are we developing at the cost
of environment ?

Harsha Somani
(9th Std.)

Tejas Vidyalaya

Are we developing at the cost
of environment ?

3rd Prize

III. Gujarati Medium – Primary Category (5 – 7 Std.)
th

Prize
1 Prize
st

2

nd

Prize

3rd Prize

Name

th

Name of School

Topic

Kais B. Patel
th
(8 Std.)

Bright Day School
CBSE Vasna

Is social networking waste of
time ?

Jahnavi Sriram
(9th Std.)

New Era Senior
Secondary School

Are we developing at the cost
of environment ?

Marathe Amaey Nitin
(9th Std.)

Bright Day School
Ambalal Unit

Are we developing at the cost
of environment ?

Harsha Somani
(9th Std.)

Tejas Vidyalaya

Are we developing at the cost
of environment ?

Om A. Thakkar
(6th Std.)

St. Paul's School

United we stand divided we fall
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IV. Gujarati Medium – Secondary Category (8th – 9th Std.)
Prize

Name

Name of School

Topic

1 Prize

Nandini V. Panchal
th
(9 Std.)

Auxilium Convent
School

Is social networking waste of
time ?

2nd Prize

Deep M. Chitroda
(8th Std.)

St. Paul's School

Is social networking waste of
time ?

3rd Prize

Fiza N. Shaikh
(9th Std.)

Jeevan Sadhna School
Navi Dharti

Are we developing at the cost
of environment ?

st

B. POSTER MAKING COMPETITION
GROUP -1 (5th - 7th Std.)
Prize

Name

Name of School

Topic

1 Prize

Viraj R. Gangajaria
(7th Std.)

Ambe School Manjalpur My vision about my nation

2nd Prize

Naiya Patel
(7th Std.)

New Era Senior
Secondary School

Our Vadodara clean Vadodara

3rd Prize

Marvi Mehrotra
(7th Std.)

New Era Senior
Secondary School

Save natural resources

Dhruti R. Khatsuriya
(5th Std.)

St. Kabir School

Save natural resources

st

GROUP -2 (8th - 9th Std.)
Prize

Name

Name of School

Topic

1 Prize

Hiral M. Bhayani
(9th Std.)

Bright Day School
Amit Complex

Save girl child

2nd Prize

Dimple K. Shah
(9th Std.)

Bright Day School
Ambalal Unit

Save girl child

3rd Prize

Mallika G. Shingari
(9th Std.)

Bhartiya Vidhya
Bhavan's

Save girl child

Namrata R. Bhambhani St. Kabir School
(8th Std.)

Save girl child

st

C. STREET PLAY COMPETITION
Prize

Name of the School

Topic

1 Prize

Gujarat Public School

Women empowerment

2 Prize

Bright Day School CBSE Unit

Swatch Bharat

3rd Prize

Zenith High School - Gujarati

Save Tree

st

nd

UNITED WAY OF BARODA ROTATING SHIELD FOR THE YEAR – 2015
• Primary Category:- English Medium
• Tejas Vidyalaya
• Primary Category:- Gujarati Medium
• Ambe School Manjalpur
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Shared below are the few Essays of the Inter School Competition Winners
Name: Awani Kendurkar
Standard: IX
School: New Era Senior Secondary School
1st Prize Senior
Essay Topic: Is social networking waste of time?
The absolute law of nature says that everything that exists in this universe has a positive as well as
negative impact on humankind. But according to me, we human ourselves give room to negativity to
persist.
Similarly, social networking sites have been no less than a boon to us that has been exploited to a huge
extent. If we take a closer and deeper look, we will find that these sites have convicted people from
various corners of the world and as we can see the world has become a global village. But because of
some people who have ample amount of time to waste, these sites have gained negative attention.
Let us think about the closeness and attachment we feel towards people who are not physically
reachable. The gap that existed between the mother and the child, who resides somewhere else, has
been reduced by such social networking sites. Yet some people are of the opinion that these sites are a
waste of time.
Social networking sites are the fastest medium that can convey message to the people of other
countries. This is very much helpful considering a country or a state.
Moreover, students can get so much information online. Informative videos on YouTube elaborate
explanations and diagrams. Rather there are many other sites which may prove to be helpful for a
child who wants to know more than his textbooks.
Considering the above example, I am sure that people who don’t think that social networking sites are
helpful will like to give a second thought to it. These sites may be a waste of time for those people who
don’t have anything else to do except exploiting the things that are otherwise advantageous.
Name: Simran Chugh
Standard: VII
School: Tejas Vidyalaya
1st Prize Junior
Essay Topic: Books are the best friends.
Very well said “books are the best friend”. In fact, I think they are those friends who will never cheat
you and will never leave you. They would never complain nor demand. For me, the definition of books
is not just that they give us knowledge, they also teach us how to live our life in any phase, whether
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good or bad. They will give us that spirit which we may not get from our parents. In today’s life,
usually children get scared or worried when they hear the word “books” because this reminds them of
studies, exams, pressure etc. But I feel they are the biggest “stress-knock out” things God has created.
For me, books don’t get categorized as “knowledge books” or “story books”, but as “exam time books”
or “free time books”. Well, I know both are almost the same, but still I have kept these names because
when I will hear “exam-time books” I will get serious and concentrate on exams. This “formula” has
really worked out for me as this makes me leave my naughtiness. Jokes apart, but yes I have to say
that books can help you get out of your problems in a positive manner. It gives you positive energy and
strength.
Coming to story books, they not only tell us about an incident which can be funny, mysterious, scary
etc., but expresses author’s imagination, creativity and mind set. My friends say that it is so boring to
read books, it makes them sleep, but that’s not with me. I find it really very exciting, interesting and
adventurous as I relate myself to the characters of the book. I can keep reading the book whole day and
night and would still be unsatisfied. After all, these “free-time books” are the best mode of teaching
and improving my creativity and vocabulary.
I would conclude my essay by saying a short slogan:
“Make books your friend,
And spend time with them,
Because they will be with you,
Throughout your life!!!”
Thank you so much United Way of Baroda for giving us such an opportunity to explore out of the
school and show our creativity and imagination to the world through essays.
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Participation in Local Events
Shaurya – A Feat of Courage!
“Shaurya – A Feat of Courage” 22nd annual special
children sports meet by FRIENDS Society was
organized on 4th January at Convent School,
Fatehgunj, Vadodara. The event witnessed a
participation of 500 mentally and physically
challenged children from 27 schools and
institutions. They participated in various Sports,
depending upon their capability. Ball Throw, Table
Tennis, Dabba Fod, Archery, Tri-cycle Race, 50 mt.
and 100 mt. Race, Langdi Race, Lemon on Spoon
race, Goal the Ball, Shot-put, Sack Race, Finding
the Mable and Identifying the Object were played.
The Chief Guest was Dr. Prerak Shah a renowned dentist and National Champion in Skating. The Guest
of Honour was Shri Rishi Sharma – Table Tennis Champion and International Table Tennis umpire.
Mrs. Smita Maniar our Deputy Director attended the event to support the cause.
Shreshth Jan Parivar Trust- Senior Citizens Association
United Way of Baroda supports various senior
citizens association of Vadodara city. Shreshth Jan
Parivar Trust is one of them. The organization has
senior members having vast experiences who
collectively work for the betterment of the city. The
organization works for educating and overall
development of the less privileged children of
municipal corporation schools. A small function
was organized on the 11th year anniversary at Bath
Bapu Garden, Vadodara on 10 January 2015. To
grace this occasion Smt. Ranjanben Bhatt was
invited as the chief guest. Smt. Sunitaben Shukla,
Deputy Mayor of Vadodara and Mrs. Smita Maniar, Deputy Director, United Way of Baroda were
present to be a part of the celebration.
A Seminar on Stress and Anger Management - “An initiative for the working women”
In today’s fast pacing world everyone is combating stress and there is an urge to achieve the
optimum. Women are still playing dual roles in balancing personal and professional lives. They have
to play multitasking roles at home along with professional committments. This leads to physical as
well as mental stress.
The Faculty of Family and Community Science organized a seminar on “Management of Stress and
Anger for Employed Women” and “Balancing Work and Personal Life” on 31st January to support the
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dedication and facilitate the multitasking skills of women. United Way of Baroda supported the
seminar by encouraging 25 women employees of local affiliated NGOs who participated in the
seminar. Dr. Palan, a renowned psychiatrist was the main speaker for the seminar. Various sessions
were conducted on assertiveness, communication, improving self-talk, balancing work and family
life, emotional awareness, calm down techniques as well as basic emotional and social competencies
that would influence personal and work relations. The session were made interesting with PowerPoint
presentations, films, various exercises and interactive activities. The seminar boosted the morale and
self confidence of the women. The participants were also felicitated with certificates.

Gujarat Raktapitt Nivaran Seva Sangh
Mumbai based NGO Trust for Retailers and Retail Associates of India (TRRAIN) with their initiative
PANKH – Wings of Destiny aim to train people with disabilities (PwD) and provide them employment
opportunities in retail industry. Society for the Training and Vocational Rehabilitation of the disabled
- Gujarat Raktapitt Nivaran Seva Sangh and Jamnabai General Hospital (Gujarat Health Dept.) on 2nd
March, 2015 organized an awards ceremony to facilitate the candidates on successful completion of
their training. A seminar was organized on the rights and benefits for the people with disabilities
(PwD). To facilitate these candidates various dignitaries like Smt. Sunitaben Shukla, Deputy Mayor of
Vadodara, Shri Shankarlal Trivedi Municipal Counselor, Vadodara Mahanagar Seva Sadan (V.M.S.S.)
and officials from TRRAIN were present. Mrs. Smita Maniar, Deputy Director, United Way of Baroda
presented the certificates to the specially abled youth trained for suitable vocation.
13 FGI Awards for Excellence
th

The Federation of Gujarat Industries (FGI) is one of the oldest, active, socially conscious industrial
associations in the country. It aims at promoting, protecting and projecting the interest of industries
and also catering to the needs of the community at large. To recognize and encourage better
performance of industries, individuals and institutions FGI has instituted awards for excellence in
fields of industrial, economic and social spheres. FGI organized their 13th Awards for Excellence at
Kabir Farms, Vadodara on 16th May 2015. The event witnessed a gathering of officials from vivid
sectors including officials and representatives from NGOs and other social sectors. Mr. Suresh
Prabhu, Honourable Minister of Railways (Govt. of India) was the chief guest for the event. Mr. Pratik
Pandya, Project Officer of United Way of Baroda attended the function.
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AIESEC Annual Dinner
AIESEC, the world's largest student-run organization, is the international platform for students and
recent graduates to explore and develop their potential to have a positive impact on society. AIESECs
annual dinner recently marked the completion of its 20 years of impactful contribution in youth
leadership and existence in Baroda. The celebration took place on 6th June at hotel Express Residency,
Vadodara. Dignitaries and special invitees from around the globe were present. Corporates also were
invited to be a part of their celebration. The dignitaries and special invites shared their experiences
and their journey so far. They shared their experiences and motivated the youth to bring in change in
the society. The dinner was accompanied by an informal interaction and get-together. Ms. Anjali
Burman, Project Officer of United Way of Baroda attended the function.
Sneh Bandhan
Society for the Physically Handicapped with
support of Gujarat Refinery (IOCL) organized a gettogether on 7th June 2015 for the differently abled to
find a suitable match for marriage. This was the
11th year of organizing this event for these
candidates from all over Gujarat. United Way of
Baroda supported the special event by donating
needed stationery. The event was inaugurated by
Shri Dwarkeshlalji Maharjshree and the chief
guests were Smt. Sunitaben Shukla, Deputy Mayor
of Vadodara and Shri Dineshbhai Patel, Chairman,
Baroda Dairy and MLA Padra Taluka. Ms. Anjali Burman attended the event on behalf of United Way of
Baroda. The event truly shared the motto that “marriages are made in heaven but consummated on
earth”, with over 300 candidates the event was a huge success. Many of them also found their suitable
matches.
Shala Pravesh Utsav- Nagar Prathamik Sikshan Samiti
The “Shala Pravesh Utsav” or “School Admission
Festival” is held every year under the Sarva Shiksha
Abhiyan an initiative to maximize the enrollment
of children in schools, especially the girl child. A
Shala Pravesh Utsav was organized on 20th June
2014 at Pandit Deendayal Upadhyay Hindi
Primary School. United Way of Baroda and KOCHGLITSCH were invited to be part of the event for the
contribution towards the Nagar Prathmik
Shikshan Samiti (NPSS) schools of Vadodara.
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United Way of Baroda has provided Reverse Osmosis (R.O.) and Water Coolers to 21 schools. The project
has benefitted more than 12,000 children and staff who now have access to safe drinking water. The
event was graced by Mr. Saurabh Patel, Cabinet Minister Gujarat; Shri Keyur Rokadia, NPSS
chairman; Shri Jitendra Ratilal Sukhadia, MLA; Mr. Jatin Parikh, Managing Director, Koch-Glitsch;
Mr. Shivinder Singh Chawla, Chairman, United Way of Baroda and Mrs. Smita Maniar, Deputy
Director, United Way of Baroda.
Anganwadi Worker Training Program
United Way of Baroda along with Baroda Citizens
Council supports 20 Anganwadi Centers (AWC) of
Vadodara city to promote nutrition and
healthcare of the less privileged children of the
city. Twice weekly distribution of fruits and milk
along with multi-vitamin supplements is
undertaken for improving nutritional status of
1200 children of these Anganwadis. Parent
meetings are conducted bi-annually to involve and
update the parents about their child’s growth.
As part of the project, a training program was
organized for Anganwadi workers. The training
workshops are organized to reiterate the
importance of promoting nutrition and healthcare
of the children. Mrs. Kunjuben Shah a senior
resource person and her team conducted a session
on puppet making. Children are always attracted
towards Puppets and puppet shows as it makes
learning more interesting. The anganwadi workers
participated enthusiastically and shared their
experiences. The inauguration of the training
program was done by our Deputy Director, Mrs.
Smita Maniar followed by an informative speech
by her.
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News from Affiliated NGOs
Akshar Trust
Akshar Trust is a special school for the hearing
impaired children. United Way of Baroda supports
the project of early detection and intervention of
hearing impaired children. These children are
identified from hospitals and anganwadi centers at
an early age to bring about substantial change in
their language acquisition skills. The trust
promotes the talents of the students through
participation in various events. Five students of the
trust were invited by ‘Page to Stage’; a Teenager’s
Theater Group that inspires children to write,
create and produce plays on their own at Splatter Studio. These five students wrote a drama, “Muje
Sachin Tendulkar Banna Hai” about a father who learns that listening to his child yields better results
than turning a deaf ear. The students performed in Vadodara and at Darpan Academy, Ahmedabad.
ASHA Special Education Centre
Special Children have special needs. United Way of Baroda supports Asha Special Education Centre for
the comprehensive development of 55 mentally challenged children towards their social
rehabilitation. These children receive various therapies and milk as part of the project which improves
their health and well being. One such story of a special child is shared here.
Progressing towards a Better tomorrow…..
Aliya is a nine year old girl from a low socio economic
background. She acquired jaundice within 48 hours of her birth
accompanied with seizures. It was a miracle that she survived.
The seizures still continued and made it difficult for her parents
to take proper care of her. Aliya joined Asha Special Education
centre two years back. She was mentally and physically very
weak and was unable to walk without support when she first
joined the centre. Her physiotherapy treatment for
independent walking, speech and occupational therapy was
initiated. In two years span her health improved. Currently she
can walk independently and frame small sentences. Aliya now
takes a lot of interest in games also. Recently VNM, channel had
organized a game event for differently abled children on
February 2015. Aliya’s team stood first in the Bocce Game (a ball game for the differently abled).
Aliya’s family and ASHA special education centre are extremely happy to see the improvement in
her.
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Baroda Citizens Council
Education is the most powerful weapon to change
the world. United Way of Baroda supports SAVERA
– “Educational Sponsorship Programme”
implemented by Baroda Citizens Council. This is an
initiative to educate the under privileged children
either engaged in child labor or not attending
schools due to financial constraints.
On 25th June 2015 under this project a felicitation
program was organized for the star achievers. The
children scoring over 70% in their final
examination of academic year 2014-15 were felicitated for their success by awarding them with
mementos. The program was graced by Mrs. Harleen Chawla, Chairperson, BCC and Mrs. Smita
Maniar, Deputy Director, United Way of Baroda. A total of 22 children from urban and rural were
present in the program. Dwanesh Thavardas Murjani is one such student being supported under the
project.

Towards a Bright Future …
Dwanesh Thavardas Murjani is a bright student studying in
8th std. of Malvankar Vidyalaya. His family comprises of his
parents an elder brother and sister. His mother is the only
earning member in the family. She earns a little from her
tailoring skills. Dwanesh’s father is physically immobile and
unable to speak clearly due to a paralytic attack he faced two
years back. His elder brother is studying in second year
B.Com. He was working but due to some unfavorable
circumstances he lost his job. Dwanesh’s elder sister studied
upto 11th std. and dropped out of school due to poor financial
condition. The entire burden now lies on his mother to earn for all the five members. It becomes
difficult to support education of two children. Earlier his school fee was a major concern and
burden for his mother. The Savera-Educational Sponsorship Project supports Dwanesh for his
education. Now he can study without worrying about the financial constraints.
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India Renal Foundation
Kidney failure is an alarming problem these days. There are many patients who do not have access to
quality renal care, mainly due to lack of infrastructure, awareness about the disease and methods of
prevention and financial constraints. India Renal Foundation (IRF) supports such patients for
prevention of such diseases. United Way of Baroda provided three haemodialysis machines for poor
patients. 960 haemodialysis sessions, 240 haemodialysis kits and iron injections were provided to the
needy patients for a year. The story of Rasilaben Patel a patient suffering from kidney failure is shared
here.

A new beginning towards a healthy life…
Rasilaben is 57 year old lady from Chapad village, Vadodara.
Her husband works at a school in Kutch and barely comes
home. She has two children a son and a daughter. Her
daughter is married and lives with her family in Vadodara
city. Her son is divorced and his daughter stays with
Rasilaben. Rasilaben is suffering from Chronic Renal Failure
since last two years. She was referred to Ram Krishna
Parmhans Hospital as she could not bear the expense of her
treatment and came to know about IRF. Rasilaben’s critical
health issues and family conditions broke her many times but
the true spirit of her prayer and faith in God brought her back
to life. At present she is undergoing eight dialyses a month.
The monthly income of her family is hardly Rs.7000/- where as her medical procedures costs
her Rs.5500. She is grateful for the support she received.

Medical Care Center Trust
United Way of Baroda supports Medical Care Center Trust to provide medical aid for the less privileged
children of Vadodara. United Way of Baroda is supporting the complete medical treatment of children
suffering from Leukaemia. Besides this Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (C-PAP) machines for
Neonatal Intensive Care has also been provided. Shared here is the story of the thirteen year old brave
boy who combated cancer and is all geared up to welcome his new life.
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Towards A New Life …
Rajiv (name changed) a 13 year old boy
from urban slums of Vadodara was on his
way to school when he felt giddy and
collapsed. His parents paid little attention
considering it was mere weakness. He
again had the similar episode in a few
days span. His parents then consulted a
local doctor and medicines were given. He
had high fever and after consulting
numerous doctors he had an uncontrolled
fever for a month. His condition kept on
worsening. As a final hope he was brought to Kashiba Gordhan Patel Children Hospital where he was
investigated by Pediatric Hemato Oncologist and diagnosed of Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia (a type
of blood cancer). His father is an auto rickshaw driver and the sole earning member. He had no
financial resources for his son’s treatment. United Way of Baroda supported his chemotherapy cycles
(medicines and injections to treat cancer). He is now on maintenance therapy (anti cancer tablets for
two years) and will be soon joining school. United Way of Baroda’s support, management of K.G. Patel
Children Hospital and the patient’s strong will has saved him from the clutches of cancer.

Mook Badhir Mandal
Mook Badhir Mandal is supporting the hearing
impaired individuals of Vadodara in boosting and
shaping their talent, motivating and empowering
them with vocational trainings and facilitating
employment options. The organization believes in
inculcating cultural and social spirit, promoting
sports and building their resource pool of talents
and spreading awareness on Indian Sign
Language. These individuals have excelled and
made our city and the organization proud. The few
noteworthy achievements are shared here.
•

Mr. Imran Shaikh and Mr.Virbhadrasinh Rathod, were selected for 1st Asian Deaf T-20 Cricket Cup
(India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Afghanistan), held in Lahore, Pakistan from 17-27 April 2015. Mr.
Imran Shaikh was conferred the most successful Indian captain and Mr.Virbhadrasinh Rathod
the Indian deaf team's manager. The team was the runner-up of Deaf Asian Cricket Cup for which
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Vice President Mohammad Hamid Ansari on 18th May came to congratulate them. Chief Minister
Mr. Arvind Kejriwal and Mrs. Smriti Irani, Minister of Human Resource Development met the
team before leaving for Pakistan on 16 April 2015 for motivating and wishing them lucks in their
endeavor.
•

New technology for the Deaf - A leaflet specially designed for deaf parents to improvise parental
care by making immunization schedules was designed and distributed with specific Quick
Response Code (QR code) regarding various vaccines for children.

Retired Officers Forum
Retired Officers Forum completed 25 years of
existence on 1st June 2015. The forum lives by the
motto Retire but Do Not Get Tired. It has provided a
valuable platform for retired officers from all
disciplines to interact and exchange their living
concepts. As part of their Silver Jubilee Celebration
a series of events were organized like workshop on
relevance of spirituality in the living process,
bhajan sandhya, skit, garba and qawwali
recitation. Apart from this Retired Officers Forum
also organized five workshops on Planning for
Retirement.
Shresth Jan Pariwar Trust – Senior Citizens Association
This trust is run by the senior citizens of Vadodara
city for the welfare of municipal corporation school
children. It supports the education of the less
privileged bright students since 2011. A series of
events were carried out by the trust like
distributing Information Education and
Communication (IEC) material on saving resources
and awareness about environment and pollution.
The children practicing cleanliness and tidiness
from the selected municipal corporation school
were rewarded. Apart from this elocution
competition on topics like save water and energy, reduce pollution and grow more trees was
organized. Children who performed well were awarded with prizes.
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Vikas Jyot Trust
Sexual health is a topic having numerous taboos associated to it and thus the information, awareness
and facts related to it take a back seat. Abhaya project was implemented aiming to aware the women
of their rights and ensure better sexual reproductive health (SRH). The project Abhaya hopes to bring
little change in the current scenario. One such empowering story is shared here (Name has been
changed to protect identity of the individual)

Conquering the Social Taboos….
Poojaben is a 42 year old female sex worker. She opted for this profession as she had to support
her three daughters and a grand-daughter. She was facing severe discomfort and profuse
bleeding. She approached a doctor at a private clinic and found out that she suffered from
ovarian cancer since past two years. She was completely unaware about it. She was guided and
sensitized about sexual and reproductive health by an Abhaya staff after which she was taken
for a Papanicolaou test (PAP smear test) at SSG hospital. The doctor could not carry out a PAP
smear test due to continuous bleeding. An ultra sound was suggested instead of PAP smear,
post which doctor suggested Poojaben to undergo an operation. She was scared and refused the
operation and treatment. The Abhaya staff counseled and helped her conquered her fears.
Currently she has undergone the treatment and takes necessary precautions.

Zankar Kala Kendra
Zankal Mandal with support from United Way of Baroda aims at inculcating reading habit among
children coming from low socio economic background. These children have limited access to quality
reading material. This initiative is supported by running a circulating library in municipal
corporation school covering 400 children. Volunteers visit the municipal corporation schools once a
week. A story is read to them from a book and then they are encouraged to read themselves. They are
allowed to carry the books home and next week narrate a story. These storytelling and reading
activity has developed a lot of confidence in them. Other activities like drawing and storytelling
competitions were also organized and the winners were rewarded with prizes.
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